
GUIDED INTO ALL TRUTH: THE FORMATION OF THE CANON OF HOLY SCRIPTURE

REV. DOUGLAS KUIPER

HISTORICAL DECISIONS REGARDING THE NEW TESTAMENT CANON

From Athanasius’ 39  Festal Letter, 367th

(http://www.ntcanon.org/Athanasius.shtml#Festal_Letter, accessed 9/15/2012)

After giving the list of books included in the Old Testament, he writes:

Continuing, I must without hesitation mention the scriptures of the New Testament; they are the
following: the four Gospels according to Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, after them the Acts of the
Apostles and the seven so-called catholic epistles of the apostles -- namely, one of James, two of
Peter, then three of John and after these one of Jude. In addition there are fourteen epistles of the
apostle Paul written in the following order: the first to the Romans, then two to the Corinthians and
then after these the one to the Galatians, following it the one to the Ephesians, thereafter the one to
the Philippians and the one to the Colossians and two to the Thessalonians and the epistle to the
Hebrews and then immediately two to Timothy , one to Titus and lastly the one to Philemon. Yet
further the Revelation of John.

These are the springs of salvation, in order that he who is thirsty may fully refresh himself with the
words contained in them. In them alone is the doctrine of piety proclaimed. Let no one add anything
to them or take anything away from them... 

But for the sake of greater accuracy I add, being constrained to write, that there are also other books
besides these, which have not indeed been put in the canon, but have been appointed by the Fathers
as reading-matter for those who have just come forward and which to be instructed in the doctrine of
piety: the Wisdom of Solomon, the Wisdom of Sirach, Esther, Judith, Tobias, the so-called Teaching
[Didache] of the Apostles, and the Shepherd. And although, beloved, the former are in the canon and
the latter serve as reading matter, yet mention is nowhere made of the apocrypha; rather they are a
fabrication of the heretics, who write them down when it pleases them and generously assign to them
an early date of composition in order that they may be able to draw upon them as supposedly ancient
writings and have in them occasion to deceive the guileless. 

The Canon approved by the third Synod of Carthage (397 CE)
(http://www.ntcanon.org/Carthage.canon.shtml, accessed 9/15/2012)

The first council that accepted the present New Testament canon was the Synod of Hippo Regius in
North Africa (393 CE); however, the acts of the council are lost. A brief summary of the acts was read at
and accepted by the third Synod of Carthage. 

Canon 24. Besides the canonical Scriptures, nothing shall be read in church under the name of divine
Scriptures. Moreover, the canonical Scriptures are these: [then follows a list of Old Testament
books]. The [books of the] New Testament: the Gospels, four books; the Acts of the Apostles, one
book; the Epistles of Paul, thirteen; of the same to the Hebrews; one Epistle; of Peter, two; of John,
apostle, three; of James, one; of Jude, one; the Revelation of John. Concerning the confirmation of
this canon, the transmarine Church shall be consulted. On the anniversaries of martyrs, their acts
shall also be read. 
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fssue 43: How We Got Our Bible, Canon to King James

What Writings Must Christians Obey?
Four definitions of the New Testament

Marcion
(c. 1a0)

Luke

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians(1)
Philippians
Colossians
l Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

Philemon

The Canon Muratori
(c. 200)
(Matthew)
(Mark)
Luke(2)
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
l Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus

Eusebius
(c. 325)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
l Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus

Athanasius
(367)
Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts
Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
l Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
l Timothy
2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude
Revelation of John

The order of each list has been arranged according to Athanasilts' canon.

1. Marcion calls this book "Laodiceans."

2. In this list, the first two Gospels are missing, but Luke, the first listed, is announced as the "third" gospel.

3. Eusebius says Revelation was still disputed in his time.

Copyright @ 1994 by the author or Christianity Today International/Christian History magazine.

Click here for reprint information on Christian History.

1 John
2 John

lude
Revelation of John
Wisdom of Solomon
Revelation of Peter

1 Peter

1 John

Revelation of John(3)
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DECISIONS OF ROME REGARDING THE OLD TESTAMENT APOCRYPHAL BOOKS

Council of Trent, Session 4, April 8, 1546
(http://www.catholic-forum.com/saints/trent04.htm, accessed 10/25/2012)

Decree Concerning The Canonical Scriptures
The holy, ecumenical and general Council of Trent, lawfully assembled in the Holy Ghost, the

same three legates of the Apostolic See presiding, keeps this constantly in view, namely, that the purity
of the Gospel may be preserved in the Church after the errors have been removed. 

This [Gospel], of old promised through the Prophets in the Holy Scriptures, our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, promulgated first with His own mouth, and then commanded it to be preached by
His Apostles to every creature as the source at once of all saving truth and rules of conduct.

It also clearly perceives that these truths and rules are contained in the written books and in the
unwritten traditions, which, received by the Apostles from the mouth of Christ Himself, or from the
Apostles themselves, the Holy Ghost dictating, have come down to us, transmitted as it were from hand
to hand. 

Following, then, the examples of the orthodox Fathers, it receives and venerates with a feeling of
piety and reverence all the books both of the Old and New Testaments, since one God is the author of
both; also the traditions, whether they relate to faith or to morals, as having been dictated either orally by
Christ or by the Holy Ghost, and preserved in the Catholic Church in unbroken succession.

It has thought it proper, moreover, to insert in this decree a list of the sacred books, lest a doubt
might arise in the mind of someone as to which are the books received by this council.

They are the following:
Of the Old Testament, the five books of Moses, namely, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,

Deuteronomy; Josue, Judges, Ruth, the four books of Kings, two of Paralipomenon, the first and second
of Esdras, the latter of which is called Nehemias, Tobias, Judith, Esther, Job, the Davidic Psalter of 150
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, the Canticle of Canticles, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Isaias, Jeremias, with
Baruch, Ezechiel, Daniel, the twelve minor Prophets, namely, Osee, Joel, Amos, Abdias, Jonas, Micheas,
Nahum, Habacuc, Sophonias, Aggeus, Zacharias, Malachias; two books of Machabees, the first and
second.

Of the New Testament, the four Gospels, according to Matthew, Mark, Luke and John; the Acts
of the Apostles written by Luke the Evangelist; fourteen Epistles of Paul the Apostle, to the Romans, two
to the Corinthians, to the Galatians, to the Ephesians, to the Philippians, to the Colossians, two to the
Thessalonians, two to Timothy, to Titus, to Philemon, to the Hebrews; two of Peter the Apostle, three of
John the Apostle, one of James the Apostle, one of Jude the Apostle, and the Apocalypse of John the
Apostle.

If anyone does not accept as sacred and canonical the aforesaid books in their entirety and with
all their parts, as they have been accustomed to be read in the Catholic Church and as they are contained
in the old Latin Vulgate Edition, and knowingly and deliberately rejects the aforesaid traditions, let him
be anathema. . . . 

Vatican Council, Session 3, April 24, 1870
(http://www.dailycatholic.org/history/20ecume1.htm#INTRODUCTION, accessed 10/25/2012)

Chapter 2: On revelation
6. The complete books of the old and the new Testament with all their parts, as they are listed in the
decree of the said council (Trent, DJK) and as they are found in the old Latin Vulgate edition, are to be
received as sacred and canonical.
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NEW TESTAMENT APOCRYPHAL BOOKS

This list is not necessarily complete; it is borrowed and amended from two sources:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Testament_apocrypha, accessed 10/25/2012 
and from an essay by R. K. Harrison, “Old Testament and New Testament Apocrypha,” (The Origin of
the Bible, ed. Philip W. Comfort, Tyndale House Publishers, 1992), pages 90-93

Apocryphal Gospels
Arabic Gospel of the Infancy
Armenian Gospel of the Infancy
Bartholomew’s book of the Resurrection of
Christ
Gospel of Apelles
Gospel of Bardesanes
Gospel of Bartholomew
Gospel of Basilides
Gospel of the Birth of Mary
Gospel of the Ebionites
Gospel According to the Hebrews
Gospel of Judas Iscariot
Gospel of Mani
Gospel of Marcion
Gospel of Mary Magdalene
Gospel of Matthias
Gospel of the Nazarenes
Gospel of Nicodemus
Gospel of Peter
Gospel of Philip
Gospel of Pseudo-Matthew
Gospel of Thomas
History of Joseph the Carpenter
Protevangelium of James

Apocryphal Acts
Acts of Andrew
Acts of Barnabas
Acts of John
Acts of the Martyrs
Acts of Paul
Acts of Paul and Thecla
Acts of Peter
Acts of Peter and Andrew
Acts of Peter and Paul
Acts of Peter and the Twelve
Acts of Philip
Acts of Pilate
Acts of Thomas
Acts of Timothy
Acts of Xanthippe, Polyxena, and Rebecca

Apocryphal Epistles
Epistle of the Apostles
Epistle of Barnabas
Epistles of Clement
Epistle of the Corinthians to Paul
Epistle of Ignatius to the Smyrnaeans
Epistle of Ignatius to the Trallians
Epistle of Lentulus
Epistle of Polycarp to the Philippians
Epistle to Diognetus
Epistle to the Laodiceans
Epistle to Seneca the Younger
Third Epistle to the Corinthians

Apocryphal Apocalypses
Apocalypse of Paul
Apocalypse of Peter
Apocalypse of Pseudo-Methodius
Apocalypse of Thomas (also called the
Revelation of Thomas)
Apocalypse of Stephen (also called the
Revelation of Stephen)
First Apocalypse of James (also called the First
Revelation of James)
Second Apocalypse of James (also called the
Second Revelation of James)
The Shepherd of Hermas
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